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Iknow
it

was
2007

to
2012

because
those

were
the

years
when

m
y

little
hobby

of“being
a

wom
an

for
the

night”
reached

a
fever

pitch.
M

y
presentation

and
m

akeup
skills

were
finally

locked
in

and
between

the
gothsand

a
clatch

ofothergirlswith
“wardrobe-related

hobbies”
Iwas

out
m

ore
weekends

than
not.

W
hen

Im
etthe

wom
an

from
H

ive
Iwas,aswe

said,“en
fem

m
e”

and
slightly

em
barrassed

because
she

was
w

hat
polite

society
now

calls
a

transgender
wom

an.
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about
m

e,Iwas
standoffi

sh
and

feeling
silly

playing
dress

up
but

putting
up

that
cool

“over
it

all”
front

Iwore
like

arm
or.

Idon’t
rem

em
ber

her
words

but
she

said
ifIever

wanted
to

talk,orneeded
help

getting
through

the
system

,Ishould
talk

to
her.Inodded,

gave
a

diplom
atic

“thank
you

that’s
a

lot
to

think
about”,and

never
followed

up.
Iwas,

after
all,just

a
transvestite.

Iwant
to

find
this

wom
an,hug

her,and
thank

her.
O

fallthe
trans

wom
en

Im
et

in
m

y
30s,she

was
the

only
one

w
ho

invited
m

e
in.

T
he

only
one

w
ho

realized
som

etim
es

you
need

to
break

the
prim

e
directive.

E
pilogue

A
s

Iwrite
this

I’m
abouta

year
into

socialtransition
and

ten
m

onths
into

m
edical.

Low
T

and
high

E
have

been
am

azing
form

y
m

entalhealth
and

overallhappiness.D
iscovering

I’ve
had

low
-key

dysm
orphia

and
you

can
like

your
body

has
been

w
ild.

O
ver

this
first

year,I’ve
m

anaged
to

reconnect
w

ith
som

e
ofthe

old
clatch.

D
—

’s
stillin

the
w

ind,but
A

l—
transitioned

and
started

H
RT

years
ago,then

had
to

stop
for

m
edicalreasons.

She
now

identifies
as

genderfluid
and

presents
fem

m
e.

Ibum
ped

into
N

—
recently

at
a

friend’s
wedding

and
he

said
he

worked
on

his
gender

stuff
a

lotduring
therapy,butcam

e
to

the
conclusion

thathislife
wasata

spotthatm
ade

transition
im

possible,so
“w

hy
keep

worrying
about

it”.
H

e
keeps

a
box

ofhis
favorite

clothing
from

the
period,and

during
the

reception
karaoke

he
sang

Sweet
Transvestite

from
R

ocky
H

orror.

Istopped
in

to
see

A
n—

at
their

retailjob
and

we
talked

a
bit

about
the

old
days

–
he

dodged
questions

about
gender

things
but

had
another

(younger,cool,chill)
em

ployee
there

so
w

ho
know

s
w

hat
he

felt
he

could
share.

W
e

m
ight

get
together

for
a

drink.

Z—
was

trickier
to

find.
W

e’d
stopped

talking.
T

his
happened

w
hen

they
m

oved
in

w
ith

their
girlfriend.

At
the

tim
e

Ihad
encouraged

them
,and

everyone
Iknew

,to
bring

up
their

wardrobe-related
hobbies

as
early

as
they

could
in

any
dating

cycle.
Z—

was
terrified

ofdoing
this,and

Ididn’tknow
how

to
advise

them
.

Im
oved

in
counter-culture

circles
and

Z—
did

not.

A
llwas

revealed
w

hen
they

m
oved

in
together

and
their

partner
did

not
react

well.

A
gain,Ididn’tknow

whatto
say

otherthan
Itold

you
so,butto

say
thatwould

be
cruel

so
Isaid

nothing.W
e

drifted
apart.IlostZ’sem

ailand
phone

num
berin

the
decade

and
a

halfsince.
Yahoo

M
essenger

was
retired

years
ago.

In
2023

Idug
up

m
y

old
iPhone

1
w

ith
its

screen
bubbles

and
found

their
old

num
ber.

I
reached

out
and

there
they

were.
W

e
caught

up.
I

apologized
for

not
being

able
to

support
them

w
hen

they
needed

m
e,and

they
said

it
was

no
problem

,that
Ihad

been
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The
club

had
a

longerhistory
in

Seattle
–

the
firstavenue

location
was

m
ore

ofa
grunge

and
rock-n-rollbar.

D
epending

on
how

your
m

easure
these

things
it

was
one

ofthe
first

places
N

irvana
played

a
show

.
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@rotate
aproximatly

45°
clockwise

M
y

trip
to

The
Vogue

happened
approxim

ately
twelve

years
afterK

urtkilled
them

selves.
T

here’s
som

e
evidence

and
lots

of
thought

that
K

urt
was

a
trans

wom
an.

I
want

to
believe

this.
ButK

urtprobably
didn’tthink

ofthem
selves

as
a

trans
wom

an,because
so

m
any

ofusdidn’tback
then.O

rm
aybe

that’sjustsom
ething

else
Iwantto

believe
–

still
desperate

for
a

connection
to

a
depressed

late
teen

idol.

I
rem

em
ber

being
aw

kward
and

nervous
as

I
passed

the
ID

on
to

the
door

checker.
I

rem
em

ber
dancing

and
watching

m
yselfin

the
m

irror,happy
but

not
fully

satisfied
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R
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N
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E
G

EO
G

R
A

PH
Y

they
were

the
rare

people
who

existed
in

severalofm
y

com
partm

ents.N
—

and
Im

oved
in

the
sam

e
socialcircles.W

e
would

club
untiltwo

o’clock
and

com
e

back
to

herapartm
ent,

in
fullfem

m
e

regalia,to
her

R
epublican

room
m

ate
getting

ready
to

leave
for

a
T

SA
job.

Theseoutingsbecam
elessfrequentwhen

Iproposed
a

footrub
progressand

N
—

drunkenly
and

aw
kwardly

stum
bled

off
to

their
room

.
A

lso,she’d
started

dating
a

friend
w

ho’d
go

on
to

becom
e

m
y

longest-standing
Portland

friend,and
Ididn’t

want
to

com
plicate

things.

A
n—

Im
et

through
the

kink
and

poly
m

unches
in

Portland.
A

n—
had

a
poly

partner
who

dripped
with

Scorpio
energy

regardless
ofherbirthday.Ihad

a
type.A

n—
and

this
girlm

ixed
like

oiland
water,and

eventually
A

n—
would

settle
dow

n
w

ith
a

sweet
lady

and
herdogs.

They’d
both

com
e

to
fetish

events
together.

M
y

favorite
problem

atic
story

aboutA
n—

is
when

he
said

he’d
lied

aboutthe
age

on
his

fem
m

e
FetLife

profile
because

“Ithought
it

was
som

ething
a

wom
an

would
do”.

D
—

wasa
girlwho’d

join
occasionally

and
you

could
tellshe

had
herown

scene
to

attend
to.Ifancied

m
yselflike

D
—

.These
outingsusually

ended
early,and

afterI’d
dropped

off
m

y
appointed

charges
I’d

head
outfora

nightofdancing
som

ewhere
–

usually
with

goth
m

usic.
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W
ith

N
oir

closed
there

was
no

dedicated
Portland

goth
club.

In
2011,the

Lovecraft
Bar

opened.
T

his
bar

now
operates

as
C

offi
n

C
lub.
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change
happened

in
part

because
there

was
som
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sex

pest
weirdness
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ith

its
old

ow
ner.

So
m

y
Portland

goth
clubswere

club
nightsatplaceslike

the
aforem

entioned
Plan

B,M
t.

Tabor
Legacy

Lounge,or
the

Bossanova
Ballroom

.

10
T

R
A

N
SV

EST
IT

E
G

EO
G

R
A

PH
Y

T
hey

reopened
further

out
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