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2 TRANSVESTITE GEOGRAPHY

Hive eventually found a permeant-ish home at the Star Theater downtown.
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I know it was 2007 to 2012 because those were the years when my little hobby of “being
a woman for the night” reached a fever pitch. My presentation and makeup skills were
finally locked in and between the goths and a clatch of other girls with “wardrobe-related
hobbies” I was out more weekends than not.

When I met the woman from Hive I was, as we said, “en femme” and slightly embarrassed
because she was what polite society now calls a transgender woman.
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4 TRANSVESTITE GEOGRAPHY

The club had a longer history in Seattle — the first avenue location was more of a grunge
and rock-n-roll bar. Depending on how your measure these things it was one of the first
places Nirvana played a show.
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My trip to The Vogue happened approximately twelve years after Kurt killed themselves.
There’s some evidence and lots of thought that Kurt was a trans woman. I want to
believe this. But Kurt probably didn’t think of themselves as a trans woman, because so
many of us didn’t back then. Or maybe that’s just something else I want to believe — still
desperate for a connection to a depressed late teen idol.

I remember being awkward and nervous as I passed the ID on to the door checker. I
remember dancing and watching myself in the mirror, happy but not fully satisfied by
who I saw.

I still enjoy watching myself dance in mirrors.

EPILOGUE 17

about me, I was standoffish and feeling silly playing dress up but putting up that cool
“over it all” front I wore like armor. I don’t remember her words but she said if I ever
wanted to talk, or needed help getting through the system, I should talk to her. I nodded,
gave a diplomatic “thank you that’s a lot to think about”, and never followed up. I was,
after all, just a transvestite.

I want to find this woman, hug her, and thank her. Of all the trans women I met in my
30s, she was the only one who invited me in. The only one who realized sometimes you
need to break the prime directive.

Epilogue

As T write this I'm about a year into social transition and ten months into medical. Low
T and high E have been amazing for my mental health and overall happiness. Discovering
I've had low-key dysmorphia and you can like your body has been wild.

Over this first year, I've managed to reconnect with some of the old clatch.

D—'s still in the wind, but Al— transitioned and started HRT years ago, then had to
stop for medical reasons. She now identifies as genderfluid and presents femme.

I bumped into N— recently at a friend’s wedding and he said he worked on his gender
stuff a lot during therapy, but came to the conclusion that his life was at a spot that made
transition impossible, so “why keep worrying about it”. He keeps a box of his favorite
clothing from the period, and during the reception karaoke he sang Sweet Transvestite
from Rocky Horror.

I stopped in to see An— at their retail job and we talked a bit about the old days — he
dodged questions about gender things but had another (younger, cool, chill) employee
there so who knows what he felt he could share. We might get together for a drink.

Z— was trickier to find. We’d stopped talking. This happened when they moved in
with their girlfriend. At the time I had encouraged them, and everyone I knew, to bring
up their wardrobe-related hobbies as early as they could in any dating cycle. Z— was
terrified of doing this, and I didn’t know how to advise them. I moved in counter-culture
circles and Z— did not.

All was revealed when they moved in together and their partner did not react well.

Again, I didn’t know what to say other than I told you so, but to say that would be cruel
so I said nothing. We drifted apart. I lost Z’s email and phone number in the decade and
a half since. Yahoo Messenger was retired years ago.

In 2023 I dug up my old iPhone 1 with its screen bubbles and found their old number.
I reached out and there they were. We caught up. I apologized for not being able to
support them when they needed me, and they said it was no problem, that I had been
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6 TRANSVESTITE GEOGRAPHY

When I left Seattle to return to Portland in late 2006 I’d embrace what we now call a
duel role life. T met a girl like me online via yahoo messenger. Z— was a lawyer and was
great at cajoling a number of us into outings. There was The Northabank, a small gay
bar in Vancouver, WA
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On other nights it was the queer dance parties, which all seemed to happen at the
Rotture/Branx complex or Holocene. Blow Pony and Sick Disko were the mainstays at
Rotture/Branx. Rotture/Branx was a club that existed in many compartments — the
bartenders knew me in both roles.
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8 TRANSVESTITE GEOGRAPHY

they were the rare people who existed in several of my compartments. N— and I moved in
the same social circles. We would club until two o’clock and come back to her apartment,
in full femme regalia, to her Republican roommate getting ready to leave for a TSA job.
These outings became less frequent when I proposed a foot rub progress and N— drunkenly
and awkwardly stumbled off to their room. Also, she’d started dating a friend who’d
go on to become my longest-standing Portland friend, and I didn’t want to complicate
things.

An— I met through the kink and poly munches in Portland. An— had a poly partner
who dripped with Scorpio energy regardless of her birthday. I had a type. An— and this
girl mixed like oil and water, and eventually An— would settle down with a sweet lady
and her dogs. They’d both come to fetish events together. My favorite problematic story
about An— is when he said he’d lied about the age on his femme FetLife profile because
“I thought it was something a woman would do”.

D— was a girl who’d join occasionally and you could tell she had her own scene to attend
to. I fancied myself like D—. These outings usually ended early, and after I’d dropped off
my appointed charges I'd head out for a night of dancing somewhere — usually with goth
music.
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They reopened further out in Montavilla.

[c3]

© B+ 'O

[#2]

TRANSVESTITE GEOGRAPHY
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With Noir closed there was no dedicated Portland goth club. In 2011, the Lovecraft Bar
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opened. This bar now operates as Coffin Club.
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The name change happened in part because there was some sex pest weirdness with its

old owner.

So my Portland goth clubs were club nights at places like the aforementioned Plan B, Mt.
Tabor Legacy Lounge, or the Bossanova Ballroom.



